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Inclusion/exclusion criteria were agreed upon by a technical working group before the second stage of screening began. The 

screening form segmented the studies into five levels: 

 Level 1: Qualitative outcome data or mix of qualitative and quantitative outcome data 
 Level 2: Qualitative outcome data 
 Level 3: Informs on of the focal questions with no outcome data 
 Level 4: Describes a need of children outside of family care and provides policy, program, or research 

recommendations for filling that need 
 Level 5: Describes children living outside of family care 

Over 80,000 documents went through Screen I, resulting in over 3,000 documents for Screen II. To target the findings of the 

literature to the evidence stream they will be informing, the grey literature (N=2,287) was searched for terms informing 

sustainability, and the peer‐reviewed literature (N=1,167) was searched for term informing efficacy and effectiveness. This 

resulted in 154 grey literature documents and 457 peer‐reviewed documents that went through Screen II. Of these, 194 were 

included in the evidence review as Level 1, 2, or 3 evidence. 

The documents that passed through Screen II with Level 1, 2, and 3 designations have been included for review by Evidence 

Review Teams. 
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