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As the Department of State’s Special Advisor on Children’s Issues, I am proud to add my endorsement of 
the efforts of over 30 government offices to put this plan in motion.  The first-ever U.S. Government 
Action Plan on Children in Adversity will serve as a guiding framework for achieving the U.S. 
government’s mission of improving the lives of children throughout the world.  On behalf of the 
Department’s Bureau of Consular Affairs, I pledge our support of this important endeavor. 
 
Our commitment to the Hague Convention on the Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of 
Inter-Country Adoption and its underlying principles aligns with the Plan’s objective of putting family 
care first and promoting permanent, loving families as the foundation of child development.  Ethical and 
transparent intercountry adoptions are a part of a strong child welfare and protection 
system.  Intercountry adoptions can provide a path to a permanent home for children who are 
otherwise unable to find a stable solution in their country of origin.  The Convention encourages nations 
to develop evidence-based policies and programs to protect and care for children.  The challenges faced 
by all children in adversity present an opportunity for our nation to support children at-risk around the 
world. 


